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	Dear Parents and Carers, 
If you have ever wanted to be an expert on India or on the world’s biomes, Barcombe is the place to be! There have been lots of exciting activities going on over the last few weeks, including a Bollywood dance workshop for Hedgehogs and Squirrels! 

Wild Maths

We are focussing on reasoning in maths at Barcombe. This means that the children have lots of opportunities to explore maths and explain their reasons for taking a particular route to a possible solution and convince others that they are correct. ‘How do you know?’ is a great question you can ask when talking to your children about maths. 

There is a new website wild.maths.org which will give you lots of ideas about how to help your child develop as a creative mathematician. It is aimed at 7-16 year olds and aims to provide a ‘beyond the classroom’ environment where every child is free to ‘roam and develop as a creative mathematician’. The activities are designed to encourage children to become ‘mathematically creative by making choices, developing their own ideas and using anything they like to help them.’

Do have a look at the website and try out some of the activities. 
Our corridor displays are showing lots of reasoning work the children have been doing in maths this term. Pop in and have a look at them: they’re all looking good!
Attendance
Foxes Class were last week’s winners of the attendance cup with attendance of 100%. Well done Foxes! This week Owls have won the cup with 98.8 %. The threshold for ‘good’ attendance is 95%. Please help us to keep our attendance percentage as high as possible by making sure your child is in school and on time every day.
Extreme Singing!
Some of you may remember that two years ago we asked you to take photographs of your children reading in ‘extreme’ places. This time we would like photographs of your child singing in an ‘extreme’ place, perhaps up a tree, hanging upside down from a climbing frame…..the possibilities are endless! Let your creativity go wild! Please email your photos to the school office ready to go on display in school. 
Playground
Several children are spending their time immediately before school in the playground by the Recreation Ground, then rushing in through the school gate when the bell has rung. Please encourage your child to come into the school playground before the bell rings at 8.45am.The school gates are open for children from 8.35am and after that time they are supervised by staff while in the school playground. When in the school playground, please be aware of where your child is. We kindly ask that our pupils and their siblings do not play on the playground equipment before or after school. 
Blogs

Our class blogs are regularly updated with news and photos linked to what the children have been doing in class. There are also new pages on the blogs with information about spellings, recommended reading books and key instant recall facts for maths for each year group. Using these lists and recommendations is a perfect way to support your child at home. 
 
	School Uniform

Please can we remind you that we ask that children should wear sensible, dark coloured shoes to school; trainers are to be worn for PE sessions only. It would be helpful if you could ensure that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name. Please ensure that your child has his/her PE kit in school every day, especially for taking part in the Daily Mile initiative.
Staff Changes
Mrs Cullen is sadly leaving Barcombe next week. She has been with us for two years and is moving on to another exciting job working with young adults. We would like to thank her for all her work at Barcombe and wish her every success in the future. 
Sports Events

Well done to the Year 5 and 6 team who represented Barcombe so well at the Sportshall Athletics Partnerships finals at Beacon Academy last week.

Sainsbury’s Vouchers

There is a box in the reception area for collecting Sainsbury’s vouchers. These vouchers will be given out between January and July and allow schools to get new cooking and sports equipment. Anything we can get will help to support our health and wellbeing work in school so please support us if you can.

Exterminate the Lice!

There have been a number of recent reports of children having head lice.  We would like to encourage all parents to check their children's hair and if needed, use medication to treat them.  We would like all parents to do this at the same time so we can hopefully stop children passing them to others.  The first weekend of half term is the date we would like all parents throughout the school to 'check and treat'. Hopefully all the children will then come back to school after the holidays without lice.
Dates for your diary
Please note these dates are not exhaustive and can be subject to change.
February 2017

Thursday 9th 

Hedgehogs Welly Walk

Friday 10th 

Year 4 Break Out of Barcombe

Friday 10th
End of Term 3

Monday 20th
INSET Day
Tuesday 21st 
Start of Term 4
Thursday 23rd 
Foxes class assembly
March 2017

Thursday 2nd 

Hedgehogs class assembly (note date change)
Wednesday 8th 
VIAM Year 5 and 6
Thursday 9th 

Badgers class assembly

Thursday 16th

Squirrels class assembly 

(note date change)

Friday 17th 

Hedgehogs Break Out of Barcombe

Tuesday 21st 

Badgers, Foxes, Owls to Herstmonceux Science Centre
Thursday 23rd 

Owls class assembly

Friday 24th 

Year 3 Break Out of Barcombe

Tuesday 28th 

Skipping Workshops

Thursday 30th 

Easter Service at St Mary’s 9am 

Friday 31st

End of Term 4

Best wishes,
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Ruth Force                                                Stewart James



