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	Dear Parents and Carers, 
The Spring Term is well underway now and the children are having a fantastic time learning all sorts of exciting things as part of their learning journeys. There is a real buzz around school with the children showing lots of enthusiasm for their learning. 
Attendance
Owls Class were last week’s winners of the attendance cup with attendance of 97.9%. Well done, Owls! This week Foxes have won the cup with 98.1%. The threshold for ‘good’ attendance is 95% but unfortunately many of our classes often fall below this threshold. Please help us to keep our attendance percentage as high as possible by making sure your child is in school and on time every day.
End of the School Day

Please remember that the end of the school day is 3.10pm for Hedgehogs and Squirrels and 3.15pm for Badgers, Foxes and Owls. Children should be picked up promptly at those times.

Blogs

Our class blogs are regularly updated with news and photos linked to what the children have been doing in class. There are also new pages on the blogs with information about spellings, recommended reading books and key instant recall facts for maths for each year group. Using these lists and recommendations is a perfect way to support your child at home. 
School Library

Our lovely library has had a bit of a revamp and there are lots of books which are looking for new homes. They are being put in the Bubble each day after school for parents to select what they would like. This will continue until most of the books have been taken. Be quick as they are disappearing fast!
Lunch Bands
When the children order school lunches, they are given a coloured wristband. These should be handed in at lunchtime. However, our stocks of these bands are diminishing and we think some children may be taking them home by accident. If you come across any red, yellow or green wristbands at home, please return them to school as soon as possible.

Infections
There have been several cases of infections recently where children have been sent to school untreated. Examples are impetigo and verrucas. There is no reason for children to be off school once correct medical treatment is applied and any required isolation time is complied with. We would like to remind you that medication should be new, not from previous infections, in order to be effective. Some of these infections have spread to other children and the staff so we ask that to keep everyone in school healthy, correct medical advice and treatment are sought at the earliest opportunity. 

Yoga

As part of our work on wellbeing, we would like to introduce yoga for the children. However, we have little knowledge among the staff and are hoping that there may be someone out there with some interest and knowledge who would be prepared to help run a yoga club. If you could help with this, please come and have a chat with Mrs Force or Mr James. 
Sainsbury’s Vouchers

There is a box in the reception area for collecting Sainsbury’s vouchers. These vouchers will be given out between January and July and allow schools to get new cooking and sports equipment. Anything we can get will help to support our health and wellbeing work in school so please support us if you can. 
	School Uniform

Please can we remind you that we ask that children should wear sensible, dark coloured shoes to school; trainers are to be worn for PE sessions only. It would be helpful if you could ensure that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name. Please ensure that your child has his/her PE kit in school every day, especially for taking part in the Daily Mile initiative.
Cake Sale

There will be a cake sale for Patina fundraising next Friday, 27th January, after school in the playground (if dry) or in the Bubble if wet.

Clubs

Clubs are now all under way. It is lovely to see so many children enjoying the range of clubs on offer this term. 
Club

Day

Run by….

Football KS2

Monday

Mr Munnery

Salsa KS2

Monday

Miss Keats

Lego EYFS and KS1

Monday

Miss Eaglen

Chess all yr gps

Monday

Mrs Wilkins and Mrs Montebello

French KS1

Tuesday

Mrs Jepp

French KS2

Wednesday

Mrs Jepp

Choir Y1 up

Thursday

Mrs Force

STEM Y5/6

Thursday

Mr Brooker

Aerobics KS2

Thursday

Mrs Matheson

Dates for your diary
Please note these dates are not exhaustive and can be subject to change.
January 2017

Monday 23rd 
6.30-7.30pm

Parents’ Federation Consultation at Hamsey Primary School

Wednesday 25th 
Squirrels and Hedgehogs Bollywood Workshop 
February 2017

Friday 3rd 
Hedgehogs Break Out of Barcombe
Thursday 9th 

Hedgehogs Welly Walk

Friday 10th 

Year 4 Break Out of Barcombe

Friday 10th
End of Term 3

Monday 20th
INSET Day
Tuesday 21st 
Start of Term 4
Thursday 23rd 
Foxes class assembly
March 2017

Thursday 2nd 

Hedgehogs class assembly (note date change)
Wednesday 8th 
VIAM Year 5 and 6
Thursday 9th 

Badgers class assembly

Thursday 16th

Squirrels class assembly 

(note date change)

Friday 17th 

Hedgehogs Break Out of Barcombe

Tuesday 21st 

Badgers, Foxes, Owls to Herstmonceux Science Centre
Thursday 23rd 

Owls class assembly

Friday 24th 

Year 3 Break Out of Barcombe

Tuesday 28th 

Skipping Workshops

Thursday 30th 

Easter Service at St Mary’s 9am 

Friday 31st

End of Term 4

Best wishes,
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Ruth Force                                                Stewart James




