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	Learning Together, Believing Together                                                        E-mail: office@barcombe.e-sussex.sch.uk   

Website: www.barcombe.e-sussex.sch
Friday 5th February 2016
Dear Parents / Carers
It has certainly been a very busy couple of weeks within school and I cannot believe we will soon be reaching our Spring half term holiday!

Next week will be the start of the period of Lent.  On Tuesday many of you, I am sure, will be enjoying pancakes before ‘giving up’ something for this part of the Christian calendar.  If you have the opportunity please talk to the children about why this is traditionally a time to show restraint with things. 

Our Value

As we come to the end of Term 3 the children will focus their attentions away from the Christian Value of Courage and be learning about Islam.  They will begin to think about the importance of Creativity through collective worship, the Eucharist and Holy Communion within lessons.  When focusing their attentions on creativity the children will be shown, through stories from the Bible, other religions and other popular stories, that having a creative spirit helps us to learn, explore and celebrate the world in all its mystery and diversity.
Learn To Learn Week

At the start of this term the school focused on the importance of specific learning behaviours to help us become better learners.  Throughout our ‘Learn to Learn’ week the children carried out lots of different activities that celebrated the importance of specific learning characteristics.  These were all based around the ‘Growth Mind Set Principles’ I have spoken about previously.  These are Discipline, Resilience, Collaboration, Imagination and Curiosity.  Throughout the week the children had lots of opportunities to see how using and focusing on improving these characteristics help them to become better learners.
STEM

During our INSET day teachers spent a morning at Chailey Secondary School planning how to develop STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) activities for the children at our school.  It was a hugely productive day and the teachers are now really prepared to begin to introduce a number of different STEM incentives throughout the term.  We will also be celebrating STEM in Term 5 with a STEM day for the whole school.

Sporting Events

Throughout the past two weeks the children have participated in a number of sporting events.  Mrs Coppard has accompanied the children to the events and has been full of praise for their attitude, ability and team spirit.
Year 5 & 6 Sports Hall Athletics – Partnership Finals

Following their outstanding performance at the cluster event, the children were invited to attend the partnership finals at Beacon Academy to compete against three other East Sussex schools. The children showed outstanding sportsmanship, collaboration and determination. Well done to all the children who took part; at the end of the tournament Barcombe finished third. 

Year 3 & 4 Sports Hall Athletics – Cluster Tournament

For some this was a new event but the children did not let this daunt them! Again the children showed great determination and sportsmanship which led to a fantastic victory for the team! Well done to all who took part.
Year 5 & 6 Indoor Cricket Competition

We were invited to attend this inaugural event by the Sussex County Cricket Board at Lewes Leisure Centre. An amazing performance from the whole team; fantastic ambassadors to the school. Well done to Stan, Alysiya, Rhiannah, Ruairi, John, Alex F and Jack L for winning the competition; a final will take place in March at the County Ground in Hove.
Well done to everyone and a very big thank you to parents who helped transporting the children to and from the events.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
Wednesday, 10th February – Reception Break Out of Barcombe

Thursday, 11th February – Year 4 Break Out of Barcombe

Friday, 12th February – Last day of Term 3

Monday, 22nd February – First day of Term 4

Wednesday, 24th February – Year 4 to Hindleap Warren

Thursday, 25th February/Friday, 26th February  – Year 5 at Hindleap Warren
Tuesday, 15th March – Parent Consultations 4pm-6pm

Thursday, 17th March – Hedgehogs Break Out of Barcombe.  Parent Consultations 6pm-8pm

Friday, 18th March – Sports Relief Charity Event
Wednesday, 23rd March – 9am Easter Service at St. Mary’s.  Parent Consultations 3.30pm-5.30pm

Thursday, 24th March – Year 3 Break Out of Barcombe.  Reception Welly Walk.   End of Term 4

Monday, 11th April – First day of Term 5
I hope you all have a relaxing and enjoyable weekend.

Best Wishes

Mr  S James

Head Teacher
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