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Dates for your diary:


Curriculum Meeting for Parents –Friday 19th January- 9am in the Hedgehog classroom


Hedgehog Welly Walks Term 3- 9.00am–10.30am – Wednesday 10th January, 24th January, 7th February.


Hedgehog Welly Walks Term 4 – Wednesday 28th February, 14th March, 28th March


Sharing Learning Journey ‘Wow session’ for parents – 2.40-3.00pm –Term 3 -Tuesday 30th January. Term 4 – Tuesday 13th March


Hedgehog Class Assembly – Thursday 29th March – 9.00-9.30am








Parent Reading Support - If you are able to spare any time to come into school and help hear the Hedgehog children read, please let me know.








Our school website address is: www.barcombe.e-sussex.sch.uk 


Class Blogs!


Don’t forget to look at the Hedgehog Class Blog page! You will find important dates for your diary, the weekly homework activity as well as photographs of things we have been learning and links to internet games we have been using in class to try at home. 








Things to Remember…


Our PE sessions are on Mondays, please ensure your child has a P.E. kit in school at all times.


We will be continuing with our ‘Daily Mile Challenge’ so please make sure your child has their trainer/plimsoles and a warm jumper in their PE bag.


On Friday afternoons we will do our ‘Welly Walk Mile’ so make sure you have your warm clothes and wellies in school.


Please bring your reading book to school every day.


Please ensure you read with your child at least 3 times per week and update their reading diaries.


Please pick something from the homework menu when you can and write a Wow comment to support your child’s learning Journey. I will look at Home Diaries on Thursdays.


Please come and speak to myself or Mrs Holmans if you have any questions or queries, however big or small. We will do our best to help.





Teacher: Mrs Whittle


Teaching Assistant: Mrs Holmans
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We will be finding out about the Bible and learning that it is a special book for Christians. We will be looking at the Old Testament stories including the story of Moses. 


We will also be finding out about other special days linked to Christianity and festivals from around the world. 








Communication, Language & Literacy


This term we will be reading Handa’s Surprise.


We will be learning to retell the story and sequence the main events. We will be using story actions and story maps to help us.


We will also be researching elephants, writing labels and fact sentences about them.


Children will be developing their independent writing skills, learning to write sentences using full stops and applying their knowledge of phonics. Please encourage your child to use their writing skills at home.


Phonics -We will be learning to spot digraphs – 2 letters that make 1 sound – starting with; ch, sh, oo, oo, ee, or, ar. 


We will continue to practise our quick recognition of ‘high frequency words’ which I will be sending home in the ‘snappy word’ books.


Handwriting – Please continue to support your child with their ‘fancy handwriting’.





Physical Development


In PE we will be working with Mr Munnery to develop our ball skills using footballs, basket balls and tennis balls. Try to practise your throwing and catching skills at home. We will be using our skills in some simple games including dodge ball.


The Hedgehogs will be working hard to strengthen their fine motor skills too, with a variety of small hand games. Please encourage your child to hold their pencil with a tripod grip at home.














Our Learning Journey…


Our initial learning journey will be Africa where we will begin by finding out where Africa is and how we might get there. We will be finding out about the different animals that come from Africa and making lots of comparisons between Africa and the UK. We will listen to some African music and make up our own dance.


In term 4 will be moving on to our Dinosaur topic where we will be finding out about different types of dinosaurs. We will be comparing meat eaters and plant eaters as well as thinking about the words ‘past’, ‘present’, ‘old’ and ‘new’.














Creative Development


As part of our Africa topic we will be drawing and painting animals from Africa, focusing on their colours and patterns. We will be working with Mrs Edwards to make some animal masks as well as creating some African sunset pictures.








PSED


In PSED we are developing our awareness of our emotions and how our actions can make others feel. 


We will be thinking about setting ourselves small goals and targets and trying our best to achieve them. Have you made any New Year’s resolutions at home?


We want to develop ‘resilient learners’ so we will be encouraging children to keep trying and challenge themselves during their play.











Music


This term we will be learning to sing lots of different songs and rhymes, adding actions to help us remember the words. We will be exploring different percussion instruments and finding out how to play them. 








Mathematics


This term the children will be learning about numbers to 20. We will be learning to recognise number bonds to 10 as well as using our number lines to solve addition and subtraction problems to 20. The children will use their knowledge of number to solve word problems using addition and subtraction.


We will be developing our mathematical vocabulary this term by describing 2D and 3D shapes using terms such as: side, corner, edge.


Please help your child to develop their confidence with number formation at home ensuring they start each number at the top. Look for numbers wherever you are especially the tricky teen numbers together, drawing their focus to 13 and 15 in particular.




















Understanding the World and ICT


As well as comparing similarities and differences between the UK and Africa, we will be finding out about  Chinese New Year, Valentine’s Day and Shrove Tuesday. In ICT, we will be developing our mouse skills using the laptop mouse pads to play a variety of games as well as creating pictures. 
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