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	Learning Together, Believing Together                                                        E-mail: office@barcombe.e-sussex.sch.uk   

Website: www.barcombe.e-sussex.sch.uk
Thursday, October 6th  2016
Dear Parents/Carers,
We’ve had another couple of busy weeks in school with all sorts of exciting activities. The Hedgehogs have all settled in well and are enjoying their learning about The Enormous Crocodile – they are looking forward to their first Break Out of Barcombe session next week; Squirrels have been to Wild About Barcombe to hunt for Minpins in the Forest of Sin; Badgers have been developing their work on Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and have a wonderful chocolate factory reading corner; Foxes are becoming electrical experts in their science work (and there are lots of exciting electrical things to play with in their classroom!); Owls have been developing their use of poetic language – have you ever thought of a kitten as a ‘murderous beast disguised as a cute ball of fluff’ or snow as ‘ frozen diamonds which are gifts from God’ ? Don’t forget that you can find out information about your child’s class and see what’s been going on by looking at the class blogs via the school website.
Roald Dahl Open Afternoon
Don’t forget that it’s our open afternoon tomorrow starting at 2.30pm and we are looking forward to welcoming you into school to see what your child has been doing over the last few weeks.  There’s lots of lovely work on display and every child (and teacher) has his/her photo on our Chocolate River in the main corridor. See if you can spot your child! I am sure you will agree that Mrs Edwards’ hard work on creating our central displays makes our school look wonderful. The PTA will also be serving tea and cakes in the sports hall during the afternoon. 
Staffing

We are very pleased to tell you that Miss Taylor will be teaching Squirrels class every Wednesday. Mr Crawford was unable to continue in the role. Miss Taylor has been working in school for the last couple of weeks and has been very impressed with the children she has been working with. Please say hello to her when you see her on the playground on Wednesday mornings and afternoons. We will inform you of who will be the Teaching Assistant in Squirrels class when the appointment has been made. 

Harvest

Thank you to all those parents who came along to St Mary’s for our Harvest Festival. All the classes performed very well and we have had some lovely comments from some of the parents who were there to say how much they enjoyed it. Thank you also to those parents who accompanied us on the walk back to school. 

Sporting Success

A group of pupils from Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 took part in the Chailey Cross Country event last week. We are very proud of them all. Rebecka won the girls’ Y5/6 race and will join Lucy, Kitty and Jack in the Partnership Finals in two weeks’ time. We wish them luck for this next stage. 

We also have 28 children from KS2 taking part in a football tournament next Wednesday afternoon at Chailey School – a boys’ Y5/6 team, a girls’ Y5/6 team and a mixed Y3/4 team. Good luck to all who are taking part. 

School Council
The School Council is led by Mrs Wilkins this year. There are two representatives from each year group on the Council. They discuss all sorts of matters about the school and take opinions from their classmates to the meetings so everyone is represented. The first issue discussed this year has been team points and what the reward should be for the team with the most. It has been decided that the team with the most team points at the end of each term (ie October, December, February, March, June and July) will be able to wear their own clothes instead of uniform for the last day of that term. If your child is in the winning team, he/she will be informed beforehand. The scores return to zero after each holiday to give all teams an equal chance of winning each term. 
Prefects

We have made a change to the prefects system in school. There will be three prefects from Year 5 and three from Year 6. They will be on a rota of jobs which will include greeting people on the door in the morning, encouraging classes to keep their cloakrooms tidy and helping organise the Golden Table on Wednesdays. Our prefects for this term are Freja, Rebecka, Jack, Cara, Otto and Toby. New prefects will be elected in the New Year and the again after Easter.
Key Dates

Term 1:

Friday 7th October-Take One Author/Roald Dahl Open Afternoon. 
Friday, October 14th: Hedgehogs Break Out of Barcombe

Thursday, October 20th: term ends for pupils

Friday, October 21st: Inset day 
Half term week:- 24th – 28th Oct
Term 2:

Monday, October 31st: term begins

Tuesday, November 8th: parent consultations 3.30pm – 5.30pm

Thursday, November 10th: Squirrels Class Assembly 9.00am; parent consultations 5.30pm – 7.30pm

Wednesday, November 16th: parent consultations 4.00pm – 6.00pm

Thursday, November 17th: Hedgehogs Class Assembly 9.00am

Thursday, November 24th: Badgers Class Assembly 9.00am

Thursday, December 1st: Foxes Class Assembly

Thursday, December 8th: Owls Class Assembly

Friday, December 9th: Hedgehogs Break Out of Barcombe

Monday, December 12th: Year 6 to Eastbourne Winter Garden – Big Sing

Thursday, December 15th: KS1 Nativity 9.00am

Wednesday, December 21st: term ends 

Term 3 begins on Tuesday, January 3rd. 

Pupil Premium and Free School Meals

If you think your child might be eligible for free school meals, even if he/she is now in reception or KS1, please ask the office for information. The school could receive extra funding to help support your child’s learning. If you would like further information about eligibility or how to apply, please ask the school office for details. 
Contact Details 

Please ensure that the School Office has your up-to-date contact details; it is vital that we are able to contact you in case of any emergency involving your child. 
Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s class teacher or the school office if you have any questions or queries. The Senior Leadership Team comprises of Mr James (Executive Head Teacher), Mrs Force (Head of School), Mrs Wilkins (Deputy Head of School), Mrs Forster (Business Manager) and Mrs Pryor (SENCO Support) A member of the Senior Leadership Team will be in school every day. 
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